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Victor Alaneme with some of the 520 young Greenhouse Bethwin footballers

Helping troubled children get
off the streets and on the ball

Christmas
Appeal

Jill Sherman

VictorAlanemewas stabbed in the face
when he was 18 after a row over a
mobile phone with a local youth. The

wound, which needed 72 stitches, still
divides his left cheek and the incident
sent him spiralling into depression,
leaving him scared and isolated.
“I was in hospital for three or four

days. It made me feel very angry at the
time,” said Victor, now 31. “All my
mates were going out and having a
good time but I was scared. I stayed in-
doors and became a recluse for
months.”
Five years ago violence came back to

haunt him when his younger brother
Christopher, also aged 18, was stabbed
to death by a gang of boys who chased
him after shouting racist remarks.
“He went out with a group of friends

in Sheerness. He got heckled by some
guys there and they chased him for
whatever reason and stabbed him and
a bystander who helped him got
stabbed too. But he survived and my
brother died and that was it,” said Vic-
tor, struggling to control his emotion.

The irony was that his mother moved
away from Penge, southeast London,
where they had lived since their arrival
from Nigeria in 1984, to protect her
family from gang activity.
But things have changed dramat-

ically for Victor, who tells his story on a
floodlit pitch at the Greenhouse Beth-
win Football Club in Peckham, South
London.Greenhouse is oneof the chari-
ties chosen to benefit this year from
The TimesChristmas Appeal.
Victor went from job to job for years

after his recovery, feeling generally out
of place. But after being told he was
“brilliant with kids” while working at a
leisure centre, he eventually got in-
volved with Greenhouse. The charity
runs the Bethwin club’s 27 teams for
boys, girls and young adults mainly

fromdisadvantagedbackgrounds. It be-
lieves that sport can transform lives
and keep vulnerable children out of
gangs and off the streets. Gang slogans
or uniforms are kept off the pitch.Only
the yellow and blueG slogan is allowed
on sportswear, symbolic of “the Good
Gang,” said Victor, who has been
trained by the charity in mentoring
andworking with difficult children.
Thekey, he added,was to instill strict

discipline and send troublemakers
packing. Children who are late or mis-
behave get a match ban and those that
play up at school are not picked for the
team.
A group of supporters led by the

Alan Cristea Gallery will match dona-
tions made to Greenhouse through
The TimesAppeal.
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Calls to The Times donation line are charged at the national rate of no more than 8p per minute from a BT landline.
Charges from other networks will vary. Donations will be administered by Charities Trust (no 327489) on behalf of
Alzheimer’s Society (no 296645) Greenhouse (no 1098744) and War Child (no 1071659). Charities Trust will use your
information for claiming Gift Aid. We will not send your details to third parties, other than your nominated charity/
ies. If you do not want your details shared with your nominated charity/ies, tick here

Please send to The Times Christmas Charity Appeal, Charities Trust, Suite 20-22,
Century Building, Tower Street, Liverpool L3 4BJ
I wish to donate £................................. to the Christmas Charity Appeal. The money raised by
the Times Christmas Charity Appeal will be used by the charities for their general
charitable purposes. All donations will be split equally between the appeal’s three
causes unless specified in the circle(s) below

Please include a cheque or postal order made payable to: The Times Christmas
Charity Appeal or complete the Mastercard/Visa/Amex details

I would like the Charities Trust to reclaim tax on this and any future donations and
to pass it on to the charity/charities specified. I confirm that I pay UK income tax at
least equal to the amount which the charity may reclaim. Please ensure you provide
us with your full address
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other........................................................................................................................................................................................................
Forename................................................................................................ Surname.................................................................................................
Address....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Postcode.................................................................................................. Date...............................................................................................................

Alzheimer’s Society Greenhouse War Child

Gift Aid Declaration

To donate to The Times Christmas Appeal
Visit thetimes.co.uk/timesappeal
Call 0870 043 3764
Or complete the form below

Credit card details

CSC no

Valid from / Expiry date / Issue no Switch only

Telephone number for confirmation purposes
Please note Charities Trust will appear on your bank/credit card statement

If applicable
Debit card only


