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Michael Craig-Martin was a mentor to
theDamienHirst generation of Young
British Artists. Like many artists,
Craig-Martin rather likes table-tennis,
although he calls it ping-pong. His
postage stamp for the 2012 Paralympic
Games depicts a bat and ball.
He fell silent and staredwhenAshley
Facey-Thompson and his coach Grant
Solder started playing each other,
fizzing the ball hard and low over the
net from their opposite corners with
vicious precision in the new table
tennis room in a school in one of Brit-
ain’smost deprived areas.
Craig-Martin, 70, is thinking about
what he recognises in Facey-Thomp-
son, 16, a prodigy at a Morpeth School,
a comprehensive in Bethnal Green,
East London, who moves with the
languid grace of a serious athlete and
seems supremely unbothered by
having only one working arm because
of a condition called Erbs palsy.
Greenhouse, oneof theTimesChrist-
mas charities, introduced Facey-
Thompson to Solder six years ago. The
charity runs sports training in schools
around London that turn disadvan-
taged children into enthusiasts and
even international players.
It is an approach that makes the
pupils better, more confident, more
motivated people. It transformed
Facey-Thompson. Three years ago he
was drifting, Solder said.
“He was challenging, he would do
some daft things. I gave him a few
bollockings and had to get his mum
involved. Now he’s doing so well as a
person.”
Facey-Thompson qualifies for the

Paralympics, but Solder thinks that
with enough effort, he could become
the first Paralympic table-tennis player
to compete in the full Olympics. Solder
should know: he used to be the Eng-
land Juniors coach.
When Craig-Martin took on Facey-
Thompson at the table, they were an
odd couple. But when they talked, the
common groundwas obvious.
Facey-Thompson said that he was
always sporty but that table-tennis “felt
different right from the beginning”.
Craig-Martin understands: “There is
something about doing something
whenyou just feel somekindof connec-
tionwith it. It just feels natural.”
Two things struck Craig-Martin
about Facey-Thompson’s success. The
role of a strong single mother in un-
promising circumstances reminds him

of his most famous pupil. “Damien
Hirst,” he said. “Same thing.” Then
there’s the coach. “If you are really in-
terested in something, and you meet
somebody who’s a real pro . . . it
changes everything.That’swhatGreen-
house does. It puts people together.”
The challenge is for Greenhouse to
offer more children that opportunity.
Facey-Thompson’s school also boasts
thenational girls’Under-16s team,who
represented England at a recent
world championships. The Great
Britain boys’ Under-17 team are also
Greenhouse-trained.
Thousands of children are doing
better with their schoolwork because
they do not want to be kicked off their
Greenhouse classes.
Michael deGiorgio,whoquit a lucra-
tive City career to found Greenhouse
in 2002, believes that any school in the

country could emulate that success,
givenusable space and a coachwith the
“wow factor”. “Amentor who is techni-
cally good but can also be a social
worker in a tracksuit will change the
lives of a lot of children,” he said.
“We needmanymore of them.”
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Ashley Facey-Thompson, 16 and Michael Craig-Martin, 70, play table tennis

Charity’s sport training helps
children to reach for the stars
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6Agroup of sponsors led by theAlan
CristeaGallery in Londonwill match
donationsmade toGreenhouse
through The Times Appeal.

Calls to The Times donation line are charged at the national rate of no more than 8p per minute from a BT landline.
Charges from other networks will vary. Donations will be administered by Charities Trust (no 327489) on behalf of
Alzheimer’s Society (no 296645) Greenhouse (no 1098744) and War Child (no 1071659). Charities Trust will use your
information for claiming Gift Aid. We will not send your details to third parties, other than your nominated charity/
ies. If you do not want your details shared with your nominated charity/ies, tick here

Please send to The Times Christmas Charity Appeal, Charities Trust, Suite 20-22,
Century Building, Tower Street, Liverpool L3 4BJ
I wish to donate £................................. to the Christmas Charity Appeal. The money raised by
the Times Christmas Charity Appeal will be used by the charities for their general
charitable purposes. All donations will be split equally between the appeal’s three
causes unless specified in the circle(s) below

Please include a cheque or postal order made payable to: The Times Christmas
Charity Appeal or complete the Mastercard/Visa/Amex details

I would like the Charities Trust to reclaim tax on this and any future donations and
to pass it on to the charity/charities specified. I confirm that I pay UK income tax at
least equal to the amount which the charity may reclaim. Please ensure you provide
us with your full address
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other........................................................................................................................................................................................................
Forename................................................................................................ Surname.................................................................................................
Address....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Postcode.................................................................................................. Date...............................................................................................................

Alzheimer’s Society Greenhouse War Child

Gift Aid Declaration

To donate to The Times Christmas Appeal
Visit thetimes.co.uk/timesappeal
Call 0870 043 3764
Or complete the form below

Credit card details

CSC no

Valid from / Expiry date / Issue no Switch only

Telephone number for confirmation purposes
Please note Charities Trust will appear on your bank/credit card statement

If applicable
Debit card only
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